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natural for Jane to keep her Grans sampler as she had lived with Gran a keep sake it 
being precious to her mother would have made it precious to Aunty Bess and then 
Jean.. A Small girls sewing exercise saved and stored for nearly two hundred years. 
That's real history. Monetary value little, real value in the female line of a family 
incalculable. A bit like some of my wood working saws inherited from Sam Brett 
Aunty Ada’s Husbands Uncle and at least 4 generations years old but only of value to 
another craftsman who knows their history. 

1851 census returns 



We have now traced the family back to 1814 identified the little girl she is Jean and 
my mums great great grandma, Pams My sister, My and Irvines Great Great Great 
Grandma. A very nice ending to the researchable line. But no we haven’t traced James 
Grand parents can I do this one as well. 

Irvine has also investigated the local christening records and has found Ellenors 
christening record which has also identified her Mum and Dad. Andrew and Sarah. 
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I searched on John Heaps in the 1851 census John will be about 15 or 16 He pops up 
with a brother William bom 1833 he is 18 and his mother Mary (Polly) bom in 
Preston in 1801. Father listed? I ran the same search on the 1841 census and William 
and J ohn both appear with their Father David bom 1806 in Preston but no mum? Is 
Mary(dim Polly) a Step Mum. My further investigations suggest this line is an error. 
There are other John Heaps on the record. One has a father John who Irvine suspects 
is the correct line. I have ordered a marriage certificate for John and Sarah which 
might confirm which line it is. The Marriage certificate has arrived and it proves 
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Irvines, research to be accurate. Johns farther is John and his Mum is Jane. His farther 
has died by the time of Sarah and Johns marriage and Jane His mum was one of the 
witnesses.. 


:: liii-; t tiL-fl*, —: = ■. Uil-' 


$ HTH? 4 i /• v gjjf m ■, $£ 3 T- 

um tlue Marriage Ati .!>4^ 




£V. 


M 31: 

i 

s. 

13 


in -~—in the County <4333 


Carriage solemnized at. 


!j r | a 


v h 




ifjm. | Qciylitofr- 

2 O /lul i-J-i 


,^ L ; , J.„|. ,i_ \**«k orTirtrigrt.? 


“ 




s:lzgf 


73. 


yY: 




WSt 

- ,--y , 



a&xw&ug t& the Rites and Cenpiaflitt of the Established Oiurth, by 

3L^J, 


r aflfc r f*'.'''! • * > ! 

X// 


.r _ ^** %*-, -—?.;.±„ 

*»<% j " T 4 - rf " '--3 ^ JMea,^/ _Ju^. 



■ ■ >S :•■■: ■. .::••• ..:. i« U:L.;i =' Si: • "■ 


ftrvsoIWQ 'S.Vr^P-T /JsftjAa^ 


What other information can we glean from the certificate. Sarah made her mark and is 
listed as a Weaver already known from the census records. John signed the register so 
was literate he is also a Weaver, The late John heaps is listed as a labourer. James 
Brockbank is listed as a Break man. Is James working on the railway? As he is listed 
later on as a signal man in census records. In 1851 he was a Porter. Jane Heaps who 
witnessed the wedding also made her mark as did the other witness Henry Gardener. I 
also believe that Irvines research for the Huddlestons is accurate due to their being 
Local and his having looked at the Wedding and Christening records things that can 
be done if you live locally. 


The 1851 census shows Sarah to be working as a weaver at 14.1 wonder how young 
she started work as this was long after the first of the factory acts limiting children's 
labour but they were not very well enforced. It probably explains Sarah's inability to 
write. 


The 1881 census shows Sarah to be missing from the record but Jane and Thomas are 
living with Janes dad John and her siblings Margaret and Polly and John. By this time 
Ellen has also passed on and James has remarried Mary Ann Wilson he has knocked 
10 years of his age his next appearance in the records is in the BDM for his death in 
1888 when he is in his mid to late 70's a reasonable life span for the time. 

Irvine has been into the library looking for the records of the Furness railway to see if 
James Brockbank appears. Currently his research is being frustrated by strange 
variations in birth date making identification of our James difficult 1 think this is due 
to James having started to lie about his age about 1860 when he was try ing to get the 
family out of Preston and back to the Barrow Ulvastone area as Preston had become 
rather volatile due to Labour disputes and a very variable economic climate. 


Other co mm ents 
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The Ulster line still needs farther investigation but the digitisation of the records is 
slow and fragmentary we probably will not have anything solid to go on for a year. 

I am extremely impressed with Irvine’s local research. It must have been great fan. 
The following tree is as far as I am prepared at present to commit myself as being 
fairly safe. I have sent a copy to Irvine modified so his Grandad is at the top of the 
tree The same has been done for Jean. 

1 have been into the Gazette web site for Belfast to try to track down the legal reports 
for the murder of one of Tommie’s sibling The problem is that the records do not go 
back beyond partition in 1922 and trying to find something similar for Dublin 
suggests that digitisation is not very advanced in the free State. 
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Irvine lias using the Mormon records traced back to the mid 1600’s as shown by the 
above tree. I his proves the records exist some where but we haven’t found the 
records ourselves. Very interesting. First class work Irv I am impressed. 

Putting what we have into historic context 
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Most pecpfe is Britain lived in rural agricultural environments before 1800. Ellenour 
Huddles" - and here future husband James Brock bank lived in what was and still is a 
rural area near Grange until they married and moved to the Preston area. Between 
1~ and 185“ 77 cotton spinning and manufacturing establishments were set up in 
the Preston area. 

However all was not sweetness and light the housing was cramped crowded 
and unsanitary the wages low.. In 1842 five strikers were shot in 1854 to 55 there 
were lock outs because of unrest due to disputes over pay, with 1/3 of the population 
being out of work. By the census of 1861 James working oil the railways has returned 
to the Barrow area to find housing and work leaving Ellen living with her married 
Daughter Sarah listed as a steam loom weaver and her husband John Heaps in Preston 
Things in Preston didn’t improve the blockade of confederate ports by the Union 
during the American civil war cut the available cotton putting vast numbers out of 
work. 

By 1871 the Heaps and Brockbanks are living in Howe st next door to one 
another John is working as a labourer James is working on the railway. In Barrow 
1872 brought problems in the Jute works with a fire in the weaving shop and latter 
another fire in the spinning department. With several girls of working age these would 
have had an impact on the families but little on an industry all fully insured! This 
impacted on female and child labour as the Jute works in Barrow used lots of 
underage workers shown by the comments in the Our Barrow Hindpool. Eg 1878 a 
nine year old caught his arm in a cog wheel and was injured. So children working 
rather than attending school was far from unusual as this was 8 years after the 
bringing in of universal education in 1870. This probably explains Janes illiteracy as 
do’s here mother being listed as a steam loom weaver when 12 .suggest that she also 
worked when she should have been at school. 

In the 1881 census we find that both Ellenour and Sarah are missing from the 
record. James has remarried and John has his married Daughter Jane and her husband 
I homas Irvine living with him and his other children in Howe st. Thomas worked as a 
Rolled Iron Labourer at the Iron works Established 18 when the Durham Miners 
strike of 1895 occurred it would have thrown him out of work and the family onto the 
soup kitchens that were set up to provide local social relief. 

Life is hard when in work its diabolical when you are out under these 
conditions with no social security. In 1905 Margaret died as a result of an accident at 
work. More and More Jane sees the need for her children to be Trained and have 
marketable skills she passed this on to her children and indirectly to her 
Grandchildren She probably got this from her Granddads James efforts to keep the 
family in employment. 

By 1911 John would have finished his apprenticeship moving on to Lairds in 
Birkenhead to become a Journeyman for hire by 1914 Jack and Tom is also a married 
men Thomas their father died in 1914 after having a stroke and being nursed at home 
by Jane. Bess was Apprenticed with a Taylor its still hard. Bess sees that she can earn 
good money in the munitions but Jane can see wars do not last forever skills last a life 
time. Both of the Boys are in the Ship building for the next century the ups and downs 
of the ship building impact on the families fortunes Lairds and Vickers do relatively 
w^eli but its an industry that booms and busts has poor industrial relations. Mum down 
here on the outskirts of London was forever worried about the strikes in the industry 
because Birkenhead was a one industry one firm town when Lairds coughed the town 
had the flue. Much pressure was put on me not to work in the same industry and firm 
as N ly cad and other members of the family. My sister Pam was encouraged to get as 
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many skills as possible as was I. This was to defend against the risk of the whole 
famil y being damaged by the limitations of to many eggs in one basket. 

What do I think. My family is the industrial history of great Britain not at the 
top not right at the bottom but among those that got by. Weaving ship building 
aircraft railways mining the oil industry and IT. We have been opportunists. Not a bad 
thing but at t im es it has put us at risk. 

The Cheshire link 

Mums mothers Family are the Crawleys 

Known the Crawleys were Catholic. 

1 carried out a search on Hannah Crawley in the 1901 census and identified members 
of the family checking that there was a Catherine as one of Hannah’s siblings was 
Mums Aunty Kate where do they live Birkenhead can 1 trace them back yes from this 
I was able to identify Kate and Hannah’s Dad and step back 20 years and identify 
their grandparents house hold effectively taking us back to the I830’s 
Kate and Hannah’s dad was a Carter for a contractor. 1 cm not to sure what this means 
but it sounds as if he was effectively a lorry' driver, But his lorry was a horse and cart. 
Kate and Hannah had three brothers who 1 was not aware of. I was aware of Kate and 
her daughters but not of John William and Daniel. 


To William and Mary Ellen 


Hannah bom 

William Bom 

Daniel Bom 

Catherine (Kate) Bom 

John Bom 


1890 married John Irvine 
1888 
1887 
1886 
1885 


To John and Elizabeth both born in Ireland 


John 

bora 

1833 

Armagh. Ag Lab sometime milk man. 

Elizabeth 

Bom 1835 

Ireland Did she know where in Ireland. 

William 

bom 

1858 

in Birkenhead Gen Lab Carter to contractor. 

Daniel 

Bom 

1861 

Carpenter and Joiner.- 

James 

bom 

1863 


John 

bom 

1865 


Joseph 

Bom 

1868 


Thomas 

Bom 

1970 


Arthur 

Bom 

1973 


Robert 

Bom 

1875 


Marv 

Bom 

1879 



It looks as if John and Elizabeth moved from Ireland in the 1840s to 1850s question 
why probably the impact of potato famine which hit Ireland much harder than the rest 
of the UK where there were other options to working on the land so emigration was 
not such an im portant option. However mechanisation resulted in all rural areas to be 
in turmoil for many decades of die late 19 th and early 20 centuries forcing people 
away from the land and into industry 
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1 ran a search on John in the 1901 census and he is at home with 2 of the boys and 
daughter Mary aged 22 along with 3 gran children much to old to be Mary’s 22 year 
old Mary is mum to a 14 year old and a couple of others over 8 Uncle Dan a 
Carpenter and Joiner and an other brother and the grand old man are working to keep 
them, it could have been a crabby house hold but they were doing what they could to 
keep the kids from the Work house and I have a feeling that it might have been quite a 
joyous place. With Mary occasionally demanding the right to go to a dance with 
Uncle Dan grumbling into bis tea and the old man pretending to sleep. The Children 
keeping their activities as secret as possible from the adults. I wonder how Mary 
ended up as the baby of the family and the only girl she would have been spoiled 
rotten. Then having to become mum to children not much younger than she was 
would have been very traumatic. 


Ancestors of Hannah Crawley 


John Crawley 

b: I833 in Armagh 


William Crawley 

b _ E 85 8 in birkenhcad 


Daniel Crawley 
b. 186 1 in birkenhcad 


James: Crawley 

b 1863 tub irk enhead 


Joseph Crawley 
b: 1366 in birkenhcad 


Thomas Crawley 

b; 187(1 in bi'rke-fi head 


Arthur Crawley 

b: 1873 in birkenhead 


Robert Crawley 

b J 875 in birkotihead, 


Mary Crawley 
b: 1879in birkenliead 


John Crawley 
b: 1865 inbirkenhead 








Elizabeth 

b: 1835 in Ireland 1 

Hannah Crawley 

h: 1890 in bilker head 



tn: 1914 in Birkenhead 
d: 1952 in biric enhead 


MaryEllenor 


Putting the family into historical context. 

16 th century the plantations 

the 17 11 ’ century The Hanoverians the Jacob it rebellions Subjugation of Scotland and 
the battles for Ireland. 
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The 19 th century was a time of change between the 1790s and 1840 the population 
increased by 40%. General improvements in health and child survival through out the 
19 ltl century. Increasing life expectancy. 

The com laws were repealed in 1839. 

The 1800s to 1890s factories acts limiting the working hour's of w r omen and children 

Railway development was at its greatest 1840 to 1880. This made the migration of 
people round the country much easier. George Taylor moving to county Durham to 
work in the coke works. John and Elizabeth Crawley moving from Ireland to The 
Wirral after the potato famine. 

The Irish potato famine was at its worst in the 1840s this would have had a definite 
impact on the Craw leys. Both bom in the 1830’s It probably contributed to Tommy 
and Charlie Irvin coming to Barrow. 

The mechanisation of Farming in the late 19 th century further pushing the agricultural 
workers into the towns. John and Robert Taylor moving to work in London to sell 
eggs and butter for the fledgling Sainsbury’s in the 1890s to 1900s 

!870s the education of the people act to improve the literacy of the population. 

It is obvious that people had a basic education many could read write and do basic 
arithmetic In the early 1800’s but with the move to the towns this deteriated 
significantly towards the 1860’s onwards, but their access to books was probably 
limited to the bible prayer book and perhaps as people became more prosperous a 
copy of Dickens or Shakespeare. Or the so called penny dreadfuU News papers 
became significant towards the 2 nd half of the 1800’s but if you cannot read with out 
radio your access to i nf ormation is limited. 

It is obvious that educating the boys came first as more of them could read and write 
than the girls. Is this the old the girls get married and keep house. Often true but when 
life gets hard the girls need other skills as well. My old friend Jimmy Dawson’s 
'Educate a son feed a family educate a daughter educate a family’ says it all. 

Their were vast numbers of young females working in Domestic service. 

There were fewer men in domestic service as a licence was required for a male 
domestic servant. But outside all work was heavy manual labour a man was 
dispensable the horse was a valuable asset. So men went where you would not send a 
horse 

The death rate was high 

Young people dying. Child birth Accidents illness. 

TB Typhoid and cholera are diseases of Poverty. Then as now. 

Typhoid and cholera are water bom. Bacteria from human excrement getting into the 
water supply. They are illnesses of poor public hygiene. 
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T3 due in the main to overcrowding and spreading person to person, but someone 
have 7B for many years before it kills or disables them. They may however be 

lElectious- 

- T Crimear Indian revolt. Young men needed for the forces . 

*60$ ..American civil war. Impact on the cotton workers in Lane’s. The Heaps moved 
Barrow between 1861 and 1871 The time of the cotton Famine. They were 
searching for work. 

* S - 0s Steam being used to propel ships Trains move wagons and to power mills and 
Firms .Massive increases in the manufacture of steam driven machinery. Making men 
redundant in one area and needing increased skills in others .. 

_- S0s to 1890s Imperial wars in Africa. Boar war Zulu war the Sudan. Etc. Lots of 
r amt Lads needed to fight these. They were relatively strong and fit unlike many of 
die people from the towns who living in close proximity and had health problems. 
Once wars were over there was rapid reduction s in the size of the armies. And the 
soldiers were not satisfied to go back to the farm and the farms did not want them 
there was no work on the land They had to move to the Towns. 

Migrations to Canada India empire and Australia and the towns and cities. Was 
essential for their development and to provide work for the excess population. 

Out standing questions 

What happened to them 1914-1918? 

What happened to Mary Crawley 
What happened to David Taylor 
What happened to Harry Warner 

What happened to the girls in service who just seemed to vanish 

In conclusion 

Have I answered all questions? No. 

Should I? yes 

1 have found Hard working decent people I am be very' proud of for their efforts to 
keep family together to support children and Grand children and Try to earn a honest 
living. Any slips on the way have to be forgiven. I know the odd pheasant and rabbit 
ended in the pot there are parts of the family where 1 know they still do. 

All lines have supported Children when problems have occurred Jane Heaps was a 
great collector of wafes and strays. Harding .Edward and Martha Reason are 
Exempalry John and Emily Warner Robert and Harriet Taylor and John and his 
daughter Mary Crawly have all taken in Grand children in need at times when they 
would have struggled to bring up children due to their age and declining earning 
potential. Particularly as they had frequently completed their families when in their 
mid forties. 

I think they were basically very decent people. You do not name your children after 
bad tempered crabby people. Many names go round and round. Some Children are 
named and no one realises where the name came from I am sure that my sister was 
Unaware of the Heroic efforts of the Reasons to keep children from the workhouse 
when by coincidence she named her sons Edward and Sam. But I know that her 
mother when making Pams middle name Jane knew exactly what she was doing. Just 
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- : “ - e I was probably named after Uncle Bob Taylor who was close to Agnes 

- wh my father knew well. Mum also had a great uncle Bob. 

- - X)ks like the classic compromise we aim for the best we can do for all. Lots of szive 
- r -- 2he same things that make the world go round today. Made it go round in 
:ne 19* Century' 
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